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REPORT. 



To Mis Excellency the Governor of Florida : 

Sib:— In conformity to the law, I have the honor to sub- 
rait the following report of the Department of Public In- 
struction for the year beginning October 1, 1871, and ending 
September 30, 1872 : . 

During the past year many circumstances have existed 
unfavorable to the progress of education. The failure of 
the crops, the imperfect collection of revenue, the inade- 
quacy of legislative appropriations, the excitements of the 
Presidential and State election, with other causes which 
need not be mentioned, have tended in some degree to em- 
barrass the efforts of the friends of common schools. 

It is an evidence of the inherent vitality of the system, 
and of the increasing hold it is gaining upon the popular 
mind, that in spite of these obstacles a manifest advance has 
been made, both in the number of schools, the aggregate of 
pupils, and in the number and qualifications of the teachers 
employed. 

In my last report, the whole number of schools in the 
State was given as 331. The establishment of 113 additional 
schools raises this_ number to 444, an increase of more than 
one-third in the number of schools. The aggregate of pupils y 

has also increased from 14,000 to 16,258. The ratio of pu- S 

pils enrolled in the common schools last year was about 
one-fifth of the youth between 4 and 21. This year it is 
over one-fourth. If it is saddening to reflect that three 
fourths of the youth of the State are yet unreached by the 
educational system, it is surely encouraging to know that 
the ratio is so rapidly changing. A similar rate of increase, 
could it be secured, would in less than twenty years enroll 
every child in the State in the public schools. 

The law provides that the census of the youth shall be 
taken annually by the Assessors of the several counties. 
An attempt was made at the -last Legislature to have the 
time changed to once in five years. An impression seems 
to have prevailed extensively that this attempt was success- 
ful. Very tew returns in consequence have been forwarded, 
and we are obliged therefore to base our calculations on the 
census of last year. Once in five years would seem often 



enough for all practical purposes, and the change would 
effect a considerable redaction of expense. 

The interest on the Common School Fund apportioned 
among the several counties the past year amounted to $15,- 
784,53. It is impossible to say what the warrants for this 
amount have realized. If 60 cents on the dollar be taken 
as the probable average value, the amount would be 
$9,470.80. From the extremely defective character of the 
returns, it is impossible to state with precision the amount 
raised by taxation in the several counties. Including the 
one mill constitutional tax, the amount may be estimated 



at about 

Add to this private contributions about 
Received from the Peabody Fnnd 
Interest on School Fund 

And the total amount is 
Tliis divided among all the 



$75,000.00 

10,000.00 

7,350.00 

9,470.80 

$101,820.80 
children of the State is at the 
rate »>f $1.64 per head. 

PEABODY KIWI'. 

The aid derived from the Peabody Fund is of peculiar 
value, because it is so distributed as to sustain schools for 
about ten months in places where they become models of 
what gootl schools ought to be. The following is a list of 
places so benefited : 
St. Augustine, 
Tallahassee, 
Gainesville, 
Key West, 
Montieello, 
Pensacola, 
ce City, 
Tampa, 
Quiney, 
Oeala, 
Apalacbicola. 



EDUCATIONAL 

The following table has been prepared, showing the bonds 
constituting the main part of the Common School and Sem- 
inary Funds, the interest of which is by the Constitution 
and laws of the State annually apportioned among the sev- 
eral counties. 
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Statement of Bonds belonging to the School F\md in the hands of M. II. Gamble, Comptroller, March 31, 1871. 



BONDS OF, 



0—7 per cent. State of Florida. 



35-7 
I—? 

10-8 
1—7 
1—8 
1-8 
1-6 
1-6 
0—7 
1-8 
1—8 
1-8 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

pin. «. it. 

l J ul nam county, 
Mmioii county. 
Gadsden county . 



SOI 1)1.11. 



78 to 86 inclusive. 

( 811. 210, 215, 221 to { 
( 252 inclusive, 265. J 

241, 800 to 804 inclusive. 
421 to 420 inclusive, 481. 



( 254 to 257 inclusive, 1 
1 260, 341 to 334 inclu. \ 



AMOUNT. 



40,000 00 

33,000 00 
0,000 00 
5,000 00 

20,747 63 

1,000 00 

5,000 00 

505 00 

09,500 00 
9,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,000 00 
8,000 00 



BOND 
WIIEN IBSCEED. 



Jan'y 1, 1857. 

do. 

do. 
Jan'y 1, 1807. 
October 28, 1867. 
June 10, 1856. 
March 29, 1830. 
May 10, 1856. 
Jnn'y 1,1868. 
Jnn'y 1, 1857. 



BOND WflEN DUE. 



: JauY, II 



1st JauV, 1887. 

do. 

do. 
1st July, 188 L. 
1st Jan'y, 1883. 
1st April, 1660. 

! 9iU June, 1800. 

ft 
10th May, 1B66. 

1st Jan'y, 1883. 

1st March, 1891. 



INTEREST 

WHEH 
PAYABLE. 



Semi-Auuual. 
do. 
do. 

do, 

do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Bitlancc due of about $3,500. 

Balance due of |21.78 March 26, 1853. 

Matter in controversy — balance claimed us dm; by 
botli the State and County. 



Statement of Bonds betonging to the Summitry Fund in the lumih of ]{, II. Gamble, Camp., March 31, 1871. 
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1-7 per rent. Fin, H. II, 
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1-7 
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1-7 
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1-7 
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do, 


1—8 
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do. 



SUM BED. 


AMOUNT. 


BOHDB WHEN teeutiD 


BOND W1IKN OCR 


INTEHEf<T WHEN 
1'AYABLK. 


258 


$1,000 00 


Jftn'y 1, 18S7. 


1st March, 1891, 


Si-tiii-Antmiil. 




2,300 00 


Juuc 10, 185ft. 


lfllh June, I860. 


do. 


430 


500 00 


July 1,1801. 


1st July, 1681. 


do. 


433 


500 00 


do. 


do. 


do, 


76 


1,000 00 


Jan'y 1, 1857. 


1st Jan'y, 18«7. 


da 


77 


1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 
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1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 


317 


1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 


318 


1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 


319 


1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 


330 


1,000 00 


do. 


do. 


do. 




60,092 45 


Jan'y 1, 1863. 


1st Jau'y, 1888. 


do. 





« 9"? «« Bl,r ? 1 ^ c £!' liflcfttc f <w #3,028.33 being amount of principal mid interest on Bnval county Bond for *1,000 due 
March 1, 1871, paid by Treasurer of Duval county. 



There are also in the office of the State Treasurer Bixty^ 
one 7 per cent, bonds of $100 each, dated Jan'y 1, 1871, be- 
longing to the Common School Fund, and seventy-seven of 
the same bonds belonging to the Seminary Fund. 

SDMMAEY. 

COMMON SCHOOL FOND, 

Principal. 
Bonds in Comptroller's office, (omitting Gadsden county,) 1203,753 63 

Bonds in Treasury, 6,100 00 

Increase from fines, and sales land, lees $8,457,08 invested 

in bonds above mentioned in Treasurer's office, . 21,9.33 93 

Appropriation by Legislature of 1889, .... 60,000 00 

Total, *881,785 58 

SEMINABY FUND. 

Principal. 

Bonds in Comptroller's office $72,893 4.T 

Bpnds in Treasurer's office, 7,700 00 

Increase from sales land, less $9,879 invested in last men- 
tioned bonds, ....'.... 8,884 98 

Total, . . $83,817 87 

The following statement respecting School and Seminary 
lands is taken from the last annual report of tbe Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Immigration: 

SCHOOL LAITOS. 

The " School Lands " in this as in several of the newer 
States, consist of lands granted tinder a general law, bestow- 
ing the sixteenth section 'in every township for the support 
of schools in that township, which inure to the benefit of the 
schools immediately upon the survey of such township. The 
precise quantity, therefore, is constantly varying, bnt if the 
number of townships now surveyed be estimated at 1,000, 
which is not far from the truth, and the sections are given 
an average area of one square mile, we have 640,000 acres 
as tho amount of " School Lauds." The exact amount is 
704,692.21 acres ; aggregate sales to January 1, 1872, 108 r 
677.34 acres ; balance unsold, 596,014.87. 

SEMISAET LANDS. 

The " Seminary Lands " consist of lands granted by the 
generalgovermnent for the special support of two semina- 
ries in East and West Florida respectively. 

The amount thti3 approved to tho State for seminary pur- 
poses is 85,714.08 acres. 

Under existing laws, the control and disposition of the 



School and Seminary Lands ia intrusted to the State " Board 
of Education " composed of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney Gen- 
eral ; and the proceeds of sale are * devoted exclusively to 
educational purposes. To save the Department of Educa- 
tion the expense of maps and clerk hire, an arrangement 
exists by which application for School and Seminary Lands 
are made through the State Land office, but all deeds of 
these lands are executed by tho "members of the Board of 
Education, who control their disposition, and the receipt of 
applications and'preparation of deeds constitute the only 
connection had with this Department: 

The view of the School and Seminary Lands will there- 
fore close with a 

KECAFITULATIOK : 

Amount of Semi nary Lands, approved, acres 85,714.08 

Am' t of Seminary Lands sold op to Jan'y 1, 1872 . . 45,943.34 

Leaving an amount not disposed of, acres 39,771.74 

Seminary Lands sold during year ending No- 
vember 3, 1871, acres 3,358.81 for $10,024.20 

School Lands— whole amount approved, acres. . 704,692.21 
" sold.... 108,677.34 

Leaving estimated balance of. 096,01487 

School Lands sold during year ending November 

30, 1871, acres. 5,977.78 for $10,034.26 

In relation to the Agricultural College the following re- 
port has been submitted : 

To Hon. Charles Heecher, /Superintendent of Public Itiatruction 

for the State of Florida: • 

The Directors of the Florida State Agricultural College, in 
accordance with the provisions of law, and the by-laws of the 
Board of Directors, respectfully report to yon their doinga aa l 
such Directors, by submitting the following abstract from their 
records prepared and submitted by the secretary of their board. 

This report should have been submitted in the month of Sep- 
tember, but has been delayed by the absence and other necessary 
engagements of the members and officers of the board, but it is 
hoped will be in season to appear in your annual report to the 
Legislature : 

REPOBT OP THE SECBETABY TO THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS OP THE 

FLORIDA STATE AGKICULTUKAL COLLEGE. 

Messrs. President and Directors of the Florida State Agricul- 
tural College: 
Gentlemen : According to the provisions of the law eatab- 
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lishing the Florida State Agricultural College, and agreeably to 
the by-laws of your honorable board, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following as an abstract of the record of the doings of 
the board as the same now appear on record : 

On the 20th day of March, 1872, in accordance with the law 
establishing the Florida State Agricultural College, approved 
February 17, 1872, Hon. Charles Beecher, Hon. J. T. Walls, 
Hon. W. D. Bloxham, Hon. Robert Meaeham, Hon. John Var- 
num, and J, S. Adams, of the corporators named in said act 
and constituting a majority thereof, assembled in the office of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in the Capitol, at 
Tallahassee, and perfected the organization of said corporation 
by electing officers as follows : 

Hon. Charles Beecher was chosen President, Hon. W. D. Blox- 
ham waB chosen Vice-President, J. S. Adams was chosen Secre- 
tary and Treasurer,, and J. 3. Adams, John Varnum, Robert 
Meaeham, J. T. Walls, and Peter Knowlcs were chosen to serve 
as an Executive Committee. 

Messrs. Beecher, Bloxham, Meaeham, and Adams were con- 
stituted a special committee, and directed to prepare and report 
a system of rules and regulations for the government of the 
Directors and officers. 

The following resolution was then adopted by a unanimous 
vote : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be, and they hereby 
are, empowered to ask for and receive the Agricultural College 
Scrip to which the State is entitled, and to take all proper and 
necessary measures to secure the same. , 

The directors then adjourned to meet on the 4th day of April, 
1872. 

On the. 4th day of April, 1872, the Directors again assem- 
bled, when were present Messrs. Beecher, Bloxham, Meaeham, 
Knowles, Walls, Varnum, and Adams. 

Upon the repdrt of the special committee the following were 
adopted cs a system of rules and regulations for the government 
of tie board and its officers : 

I. 

The Directors shall be known by the name and style of * The 
Board of Directors of the Florida State Agricultural College." 

H 

The officers of the board shall consist of a president, vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer, and an executive commit- 
tee of five Directors, all of whom shall be elected by the ballots 
of a majority of the Directors present at any regular meeting of 
the Directors, and shall remain in office until removed and until 
their successors are chosen by a similar ballot and enter upon 
the discharge of their duties. 
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The president shall preside over all meetings of the Directors 
at which he may be present ; he shall appoiDt all committees not 
otherwise provided for by these rules, or by vote ; he shall call 
the annual meetings and all other meetings of the Directors, giv- 
ing fifteen days' notice thereof, at the request of any three mem- 
bers; he shall vote upon all questions submitted to the deter- 
mination of the Directors, and may give the casting vote in case 
of a, tie ; he shall perform all the duties and exercise the powers 
usually pertaining to his office, and the customary rights and 
duties shall attach to all the other officer? of the board. 

IV. 

The executive committee are empowered to act for and in 
behalf of, and under the direction of the board between the regu- 
lar meetings thereof, and are invested with all necessary author- 
itv so to do, 

V. 

No proxies shall be permitted to affect the transactions of 
business in the meetings of the board or of committees, unless 
such proxies shall have been appointed by the Justices of the 
"Supreme Court, as is provided by law. 

VI. 
The annual meetings of the board shall be held on the first J 
Thursdays of September in each year, and other meetings by 
adjournment or on call of the president with fifteen days' notice, 
and all meetmgs not otherwise provided for shall be held at the 
office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

VII. 
No removals shall be made from office in the board except' 
after fifteen days* notice and a full hearing before the board. 

VDX 

Annual and detailed reports shall be made to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction by the secretary and treasurer of 
all the doings of the financial and other transactions of the board * 

by the first day of September annually, thereby furnishing the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction with the material for the 
annual report required of him by law in regard to these mat- 
ters. 

IX. 

Amendments or additions to these rules and regulations may 
be made at any meeting of the board regularly called, by a two- 
thirds vote. 
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The following shall be the order in which the transactions of 
business in tbe boarfl shall occur : 

1. Beading and approval of records. 

2. Unfinished business. 

3. Reports of executive and other committee;* and officers. 

4. New business. 

5. Elections, when necessary. 

XL 

In all cases not provided for in these rules, the transaction of 
business shall be governedby parliamentary usage. 

XR 

The foregoing rules were adopted by unanimous vote. 

The board then requested the Executive Committee to take 
prompt and effectual measures to secure the Agricultural Scrip 
belonging to the College Scrip, and hold the same subject to the 
order of the board. 

TJm secretary was requested to solicit donations to the col- 
lege as an inducement to its location. 

The above abstract is respectfully submitted as probably the 
most satisfactory account of the proceedings of the board. 

J. S. Adams, Secretary. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

To If on. Charles Ueecher, fittperintendent of public Instruc- 
tion : 

As treasurer of the Directors of the Florida State Agricul- 
tural College, I am required by law to report annually to you- 
the financial transactions of the board. 

I beg leave to state that no funds of any description having 
come to the charge or under the control of the Directors of the 
college, for its benefit, no financial report can well be made. 
The expectations of the receipt of tbe Agricultural Scrip, en- 
tertained by tbe Directors at their last meeting, have been disap- 
pointed by the utter failure of all the efforts of the Executive 
Committee to secure anv portion of tbe scrip belonging to the 
State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. S. Adams, Treasurer. 
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To the Hon. the Directors of the Florida State Agricultural 
College : 

Gentlemen : Your Commissioners who were instructed to re- 
port for your consideration a plan and course of study for the 
Florida State Agricultural College, having given to the matter 
such consideration as has been practicable, beg leave to report 
that they are prepared to report the general plan upou which 
they recommend that the college shall be conducted, but are 
not prepared to report in detail the course of study that shall 
be adopted. 

Whatever may be the general plan adopted, much care, labor 
and thought will, of necessity, be required in so framing it as 
to secure at once the greatest degree of conformity to the gen- 
eral plan adopted, and also of adaptation to the present and 
actual educational wants of the people of the State, and to those 
legitimate and proper growing necessities for moral, mental and 
physical culture, which may be well hoped for and expected in 
the future from an ambitious and improving people. 

Aud in order to do this successfully and so determine and ar- 
range the course of study as to insure a respectable measure of 
success, the assistance and constant advice of practical aud pro- 
fessional teachers, and desirably of the teachers who will be en- 
gaged to give instruction in the course of study that will be 
established, in the opinion of your Commissioners, will be abso- 
lutely necessary. 

We therefore recommend that the arrangement of the detail* 
-of the course of study, and the determination of the time and 
labor that shall be given to each particular branch or topic, as 
well as the degree of mastery that shall be exacted, be not 
finally determined until teachers are employed for the new col- 
lege, and thus their valuable assistance be secured in framing 
the course of study in whose success they will have a vital and 
continuing interest. 

In regard to the general plan, or character that should now 
be so permanently fixed upon the college as to determine for all 
time its general scope and direction, your Commissioners report: 

That such general scope and character should now be given 
to the contemplated institution, whose foundation you, the 
directors, are about to establish, as will secure beyond any risk 
of change, such a character and administration as will give the 
utirmst practicable conformity with the legislation of Congress 
and with that of the State. 

First. By specially adapting the college to supply the educa- 
tional necessities of the practical working classes, and better fit 
them for those agricultural and mechanical pursuits which, 
whether from choice or necessity, they will be called to follow. 

Second. To accomplish this result oy giving special promi- 
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nonce and constant attention to the fundamental branches, and 
to those topics and branches which are of necessity closely re- 
lated to and necessary for successful prosecution of an infinite 
variety of mechanical and agricultural labor to which the indns- 
trial classes in this State habitually apply themselves. 

Third. To develop physical strength, and at the same time to 
train growing citizens in habits of due subordination to proper 
and rightful authority by placing the new college under the 
strict control of military discipline. 

Fourth. To more perfectly adapt the institution to its Bpecial 
purpose and at the same time to assist effectively in promoting 
the economy of its management by devoting a portion of the 
time of teachers and pupils to the practical pursuits of agricul- 
ture, horticulture, and the mechanic arts, making it partially a 
manual-labor school, able by the results of the labor of its stu- 
dents to assist in its own maintenance as largely as possible. ! 

Fifth. To adapt the college, in its agricultural character, to 
the peculiar semi-tropical character of the vegetable capacity of 
Florida, and thus avail ourselves to the fullest possible extent of 
the climatic advantages of the State. 

The chairman of yonr committee will verbally address you 
on the considerations which have induced to the adoption of the 
conclusions reached, and your Commissioners will now close their 
report by presenting their results in the form of several resolu- 
tions, whose adoption they recommend, and a certified copy of 
the resolutions, if adopted, will furnish the best possible evi- 
dence of the sincerity and good faith of the State in accepting 
the grant. 

Whereas, The State of Florida, by an act of its Legislaturr 

entitled An act -, approved — : , IS — , did fully and 

formally accept the grant, by act of Congress, approved July 2, 
1862, of lands in aid of the establishment of a State Agricnl tur.il 
College, with all its conditions and binding obligations ; and 
whereas, by an act of the Legislature, approved February 17, 
1872, the State of Florida did proceed to secure the organization 
of the Florida Agricultural College, and to provide for its support 
in full accordance with the act of Congress granting the lands ; 
and whereas, the organization of the Florida Agricultural College 
waB completed by the election and acceptation of the necessary 
directors and officers on the 20th day of March, 1 872 ; now, 
therefore, in order to fix for the College snch permanent gen- 
eral features as shall insure its present and continuing accord- 
ance with the United States and State Legislature to which it 
owes its origin, it is by the directors of the Florida Agricultural 
College 

Resolved. First— That the Florida Agricultural College shall, 
in general as well as in all necessary particulars, specially aim 
to adapt its ministrations to the educational necessities of the 
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practical working classes by the selection of such topics for 
thought and branches .of study for instruction therein as will 
most directly and most certainly fit them for industrial pursuits, 
whether agricultural or mechanical, which the majority of such 
classes, wliether from choice or necessity, will be apt to follow. 

Second — It shall, in order to obtain this result, give special 
prominence and constant attention to arithmetic, algebra, survey- 
ing, geography, natural history, English language, natural phi* 
losophy, chemistry, ecology, botany,andto other similar and kin- 
dred branches which most particularly relate to and are most 
directly necessary in the successful prosecution of the mechan- 
ical and agricultural labors to which the industrial classes in 
this State habitually apply themselves, without excluding other 
•classical and scientific branches, that in the future may become 
desirable. 

Third — It shall be a leading aim of the College at all times to 
aid in the development of physical strength and symmetry, and 
at the same time do its part in endeavoring to train its students 
in habits of due subordination to proper and rightful authority, 
so indispensable to republican citizenship, by placing the new 
college under regular and steady military discipline, while 
instruction in military art aud tactics shall be imparted to all. 

Fourth — It shall be the constant purpose of directors and 
instructors to adapt the college to its special purposes, aud like- 
wise to provide thorough economy in its management by regu- 
larly devoting a portion of the time of teachers and scholars to 
the regular and practical pursuit of agriculture, horticulture, and 
the mechanic arts, making it in fact, to some extent, a manual- 
labor school, and enable it thus, from the results of its own labor, 
to contribute as largely as possible to its own support aud main- 
tenance. 

Fifth — It shall also be a matter of special effort to adapt the 
college, in its agricultural and horticultural character, to the 
peculiar and unique semi-tropical' character of the vegetable 
capacity of Florida, and thus inculcate among the people a 
strong and intelligent determination to avail themselves, as 
fully as possible, of the valuable climatic advantages of the 
State. 

With the assistance and advice of the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture, and with his co-operation, the directors shall establish 
an extensive nursery for the introduction and cultivation of 
those rare and precious tropical and semi-tropical plants and 
fruits that can in all the United States be only raised by open- 
air culture in Florida, and thus endeavor to furnish a valuable 
adjunct to the natural department of agriculture. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. S. Adams, 

Committee. 
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Although the above resolutions have not been formally 
adopted by the Trustees, owing to a failure to secure a meet- 
ing in season, they undoubtedly would be unanimously ap- 
proved, and may be accepted as indicating the views and 
principles in which they are fully agreed. 

It is gratifying to be ablet to state that at length the ob- 
stacles to the issue of the scrip have been surmounted, and 
that the scrip is now in preparation, and will be immedi- 
ately issued. Respectfully submitted, 

Chas. Beechek, 
Sup't Public Instruction. 
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APPENDIX. 



ALACHUA COUNTS". 

Superintendent of Schools, Rev. S. F; Jialliday, Gaines- 
ville. Whole number of Schools 23, or counting depart- 
ments ~of Gainesville Schools 27 ; total enrolled pupils 1,^:J1>; 
whole number of days teaching as per last report 1,84S; do. 
as per present report 2,697 ; gain 849 days. Received from 
the State $1,1:25. from the county $6,198.51, from private con- 
tributions $1,305 ; whole expenditure for Schools §6,847.49. 

The East Florida Seminary is in a flourishing condition, 
but the report h not received in season for insertion here. 
We give the following letter : 

Gainesville, Fla., Dec. 34, 1873, 
Bey, Ciiakles Beecueu, Superintendent Public Instruction : 

Sm: The 301k September Inst closed the third year of our school opera- 
tions in Alachua county since the organization of the public school sy~ 
tera in Florida. Although our annual statistical report docs not show a 
greater number of schools or a greater number of pupils taught therein 
than our report for the preceding year, yet there is a considerable gain in 
the time for which, the schools have been continued and corresponding in- 
creased progress and advancement on the pan of Hie pupils. There bus 
perhaps been too great a desire on the part of County Superintendents and 
Boards of Public Instruction to multiply the number of schools. It is a 
question for serious consideration if the cause of education would not be 
better promoted by fewer schools of a higher grade and continued a sraitc r 
length of time. The Trustees and General Agent of the Pcabody Educa- 
tion Fund seem to bo of this opinion, from the manner in which their ap- 
propriations are made, A school of only three months, with an Interval 
-ot nine, can be of little lasting benefit, though much better than none. — 
From our experience of the two preceding years, at the commencement of 
the last year, it was thought best to proceed gradually and continually in 
the employment of teachers lest at the expiration of their terms we 
might not, from the tardiness of tax-payers, be able to pay their salaries. 
Resides, we found some difficulty in. procuring competent teachers. We at 
first endeavored to enforce a high standard of qualification, but before our 
schools were all supplied, we were obliged to lower the standard, and the 
question with us was, in some instances, not is, be fully competent? but is 
be better than none ? Wc have, in some instances, employed teachers be- 
lieving that they would improve with the progress ol their pupils. We 
have in this county a respectable number of welt qualified and successful 
teachers, who compare favorably with teachers in oilier Stales, but there 
are some who manifest very little pride in or a fondness for their profes- 
sion who are deficient in that esprit du eorpa so essential to success in any 
profession. To remedy this evil, we need (he influence of a Teacher's In- 
stitute, and we should give the preference to successful incumbents, hold- 
ing out the prospect of increased pay and higher position. 

In t h is cou n ly , o n r ch i ef ttepon dene* for com pc te n t tc ac hers is in the 
graduating pupils of the East Florida Seminary and the L'nion Academy. 
2 
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TNIKOBMITY OF TEXT BOORS. 



We have made considerable progress to this desirable end during the 
last year. The books adopted, by the State Superintendent arc genenilly in 
use in our schools. We bare no difficulty in this respect with our colored 
schools, as, wilh them, we have neither prejudice nor conceit to encounter. 
They willingly adopt whatever is prescribed by authority, so that in these 
schools, the entire Union Series of books are used iviili great results. San- 
ders* Readers and Feliere' Arithmetics, so well adapted lo the different 
ages, capacity and advancement of the pupils. Wc cannot conceive i if 
anything belter adapted to the ends in view than these progressive readers 
and arithmetics. "Wc have in use in four of our best schools Jeffers' Pan- 
oramic Charts, and the teachets who use them are well pleased with the 
success of the experiment of their use. There arc still some schools that 
have not a uniformity of books. This is Owing, in a great measure, to the 
prejudices of parents and guardians, who are disposed to give the'prefcr- 
ence lo such books as they were accustomed lo in their own school days. 
This want or uniformity increases the labor of the teacher and is a great 
obstacle in the way of his success. 

6CBOOL-HOCSES, 

There arc in this county twenty-eight school-houses. Of these, nbonl 
one-half arc comfortable and convenient. The remainder need much im- 
provement, although for the present ihcy ate made to answer the purpose. 
They have all been elected by the patrons, excepting Union Academy, at 
Gainesville, the school building at Archer, ai dtlie colored school at New- 
nansville, which were erected by the United Slates through the agency of 
the Freedman's Bureau. The 'buildings of the East Florida Seminary 
were erected by the Seminary Funds, and by private donation. Two of 
our school buildings, one at Ncwnatisvillc undone at Jamestown, were 
erected by Masonic funds. Willi the exception of these and one at Waldo, 
the most of our school-houses are log-buildings. These school -houses 
would not furnish accommodation for one-half oi the children and youth 
of this county between the ages of four and twenty -one, if I hey should at- 
tend, but many of them reside in remote and sparsely settled portions of 
the count v, w here it seems impossible at present to furnish them with 
schools. Many families have chosen their residence from other considera- 
tions than the education ot their children. The Board of Public Instruc- 
tion of this county have not yet expended anything in the erection of 
school buildings, deeming it better iu the present slate of the free school 
system to expend the entire amount of the school fund for teachers' sala- 
ries and other unavoidable expenses, requiring the people to furnish 
school-bouses and school furniture, and they are generally willing to do 
so. During the last year, four additional school-houses were erected and 
as many more since the 30th September lust. 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT. 

There has been 11 decided improvement in public sentiment on the sub- 
ject of free schools in this county during the last year. That diabolical 
spirit that has in some port tons of our country manifested ilself in the 
burning of school-houses, and the persecution of teachers, is unknown in 
Alachua. All classes manifest an interest in the education of their chil- 
dren nod in the promotion of common schools, and there arc few, if any, 
who arc opposed to the extension of I heir benefits alike lo all classes. The 
interest manifested by the colored people in the cause of education is not 
a little remarkable when we consider how little they have hitherto expe- 
rienced of its advantages. In their minds there seems to be associated 
edu&Uion and freedom . 
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For Ibe perpetuation ot their freedom, which they so ardently desire, 
they very properly consider education indispensable. Tliey therefore man- 
ifest ft gre it willingness to build school-houses and make other sacrifices 
for the education of their children. 

Very respectfully, 

S. F. HALUDAY, 

County Superintendent. 

baker coram. # 

Superintendent, J. W. Howell, Sanderson. Whole num- 
ber of Schools 2 ; enrolled pupils 45 ; whole amount of 
School assessments $257.28. Small as this work may ap- 
pear, it is double that of last year. 

BRADFORD COUNTY. 

Superintendent, J. It. Eichard, Providence. Whole num- 
ber of Schools 14 ; enrolled pupils 326 ; loss of Schools 1, of 
pupils 180. Received from State not reported, from county 
not reported ; amount expended none, amount due $1,210. 

BREVARD COUNTY. 

The following correspondence is given as throwing light 
on the condition of things in the largest county in the State, 
and the difficulties with which the common school system 
must cope in many parts of the State : 

Indian River, Fla., April 9th, 1873. 
Rev, Chas. Beecheii, Superintendent of Public Insthtethn : . 

Dear Sta — Your letter of March 21st in relation to county schools, &c, T 
reached me on the 3d of this month. In reply I beg leave to answer your 
interrogatories as follows : 

1st. There never lifts been a school, within my knowledge, kept or 
taught in this count j*. 

2d. I am unable to inform you as to the exact number of children be- 
tween four and twenty-one years, but from the opinion of others in the 
way of knowing there must be between eighty and one hundred. 

3d. At present 1 am unable to give you the names of any who would 
serve as a Board ot Education, nor can I name a suitable person as Soper- 
intendent, but will give the mutter due consideration and assist you all I 
can. Our county has more extent of territory than any other in the Stale, 
having ft length ot about one hundred mileB and front sixty to one hun- 
dred in breadth, very thinly settled, so much so that we have never had 
a county organization, and consequently no taxes have ever been col- 
lected. I am now at work trying to get county officers appointed, and 
have hopes of success, so that taxes can be collected, courts opened and a 
better state of things Cake place. 

I feel a deep interest in the cause of education, and trust your efforts in 
the good work will be a success. As soon as 1 can get proper persons to 
take the positions you desire, I will inform you. 

I am, very resp'y, your obd't serv't. 

JAMES PAINE, Bk. 
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Indian River, Fla., May 18 th, 1871. 
Rev. Chab. Beecrer, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sm-^Your favor of April 25th reached me by last mail, and in answer 
I beg leave to say that to facilitate your desire to have a school organized 
within the time ■prescribed by law, so as to secure the portion of the fund 
allowed to our county, and to make a beginning iu the matter, I have 
concluded to accept the appointment of Superintendent until I can find 
one more competent to take charge. 

At present there is no officer in our county before whom I can qualify, 
and I will be compelled to wait until one is appointed. I am now making 
the effort and think there is no doubt but a school will be in operation in 
a week or two. Iloping soon to report it a success, 

I am, very rcsp'v, vour obd't serv't, 

JAMES FAME, Hu. 

Indian River, Fla., July lStb, 1ST1. 
Rev. Ciias. Beeciier, Superintendent of Public In*lructim : 

Dear Sib — I have delayed an answer to your uotc of June 3d iu re- 
lation to our county school, as 1 was anxious to make an effort and try if 
possible to get one "organized and under way, and Ihereby carry out your 
benevolent desire. I have put myself to some trouble, feeling U'important 
to secure the appropriation (though small) for the county, but have met 
with very little encouragement from our people. They seem lolook upon 
" ignorance as bliss," and education us a waste of time, Our county is so 
thinly settled that it is difficult to get at the people to bring the subject 
properly before Ihem, and with only one school, it would benefit but one 
or two families, which would cause dissatisfaction with the rest. 

I have urged upon our sheriff, (who is tax assessor and collector.) in hi= 
lour through the county, to bring the matter before the people, and re- 
quest them to subscribe according to their means, so as to raise a school 
fund independent of the aid from the State. He has promised me to do 
so. I regret that circumstances will compel me to give up the attempt 
for the present, but indulge the hope that when the county Is more thickly 
settled I shall meet with better success. 

I am, with much respect, your obd't serv't, 

JAMES PAINE, Sjl. 



Indian River, Fla., August 4th, 1871. 
Rev, Chas. Beecher, Superintendent of Public InMruetwn : 

Dear Sir — Yours of July 4tb, in relation to a package of school books 
sent to my care, with instructions, &c, reached me on the 24th, and on 
the 31st July I received a large box and small bundle. I have not opened 
the box ; the bundle contained books for beginners. 

I will hold them subject to your orders, as we have no school or schools 
to appropriate them as you have directed. I shall attend the silling of 
the Legislature the coming winter, when I will see you and confer, to- 
gether on the subject of our county school. 

I urn, very resp'y, your obd't serv't, 

JAMES PAINE, Sr. 
CALHODN CXJUNTY. 

Superintendent, H. J. Teartj, Abe's Springs. Whole 
number of schools 7 ; gain 2 ; pnpils 192 ; gain 92. Receiv- 
ed from the State $224.79. from county none, private con- 
tributions, board of teachers $141. Expended on schools 
$102.66. Dne $777.84. 
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CLAY COCKTY. 

'i VaIi/\AJ£I ft * rrmti 1 * 



Superintendent, Ozias Buddingtou. Schools 6 ; gain 1 
pupils 163 ; gain 78. Received from State $212.65, from 
county 218,75, private "contributions about $419. Total 
expenditures for schools $544.55. 

COLUMBIA OOUKTT. 

Superintendent, A. II. Hutehingson, Lake City. Schools 
39 ; gain 27 ; pupils 825 ; gain 539. 

Hon. Charles Beechee, 

8ib : I be? leave to report that I have visited thirty schools during the 
year and deltvcred-tlec tares to each school. Much interest is being mani- 
fested by the pairohs and scholars, and the system is rapidly growing in 
general favor. 

The unusual amonnt of sickness throughout the county thi3 year pre- 
vented a lull attendance or pupils. , 

I respectfully beg leave to submit the fallowing extract from lha Gene- 
ral presentment of the grand jury for Columbia county a I Ike October 
term of the Circuit Court, as containing matter of interest in reference 
to our school operations. 

EXTRACT. 

" On ex ami nation of the hooka and papers of the Board of Public In- 
struction and flic Treasurer accounts with the sums we find Accounted for 
with propers vouchers and amount of State school scrip coming into the 
hands of the Treasurer up to date : and the State and county school Tax 
of nil the years previous to 1871 since the organization ol the Board, and 
for_$3,277.*29 of the State and county school tax for the year (1871). We 
also find that, the board have secured titles to land for twenty-two schools 
— that they have established lhirty-nine schools within the county, nine- 
teen of which have been taught during the present year. This* refer- 
ence of the grand jury is for the year since January, "1872, eleven being 
taught at present, and contracts being made for the teaching of flvo others, 
and negotiations pending for securing teachers for four others. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) PRIMUS HARRISON, 

Chairman of the Committee of Grand Jury." 
Respectfully submitted, 

A. J. HUTCHINGSON, 
County Superintendent of Public Schools for Columbia Count}'. 

HADE COUNTS. 

No report. It is believed that no schools have been main- 
tained by the Board the past year in this county. The num- 
ber of youth is small, families scattered, and, as in Brevard, 
the obstacles to educational progress are very great. 

DDVAL COUNTY. 

W. H. Christy, Superintendent, Jacksonville. Schools, 
25 ; gain 20. Whole number of pupils not reported. The 
following letter will be read with interest : 
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RcV ChAS TiEECLTEIt * 

Dear Sib— Iu behalf of Hie Board of Education of the county of Du- 
val, I have tiie honor ami pleasure lo report twenty -five Public Schools in 
the comity in successful operation. In these .ire employed thirty-five 
tench era. 

But, it is to call your attention especially lo the Duval Graded High 
School, Ibat I now write. This school is organized with a Jul' corps of 
competent teachers. The President, Hon. J. W. Tucker, has had long 
experience in teaching and Iras been most successful in the present or- 
ganization. Wc have now in this school one hundred and c ; gttly pupils, 
and ii' they continue to come in as they are now daily doing, by Hie first 
week in January nest, we shall have over 200 or 225 pupils. In order to 
remove the prejudices existing iu the community against public schools, 
we have made special effort to set a school of high grade. It is rapidly 
winning the confidence oFour best citizens, and many of Ihom are sauting 
their children, nnd are highly pleased with their progress. The expenses 
of Ibis school tire now $400 per mniuh. We would be glad lo pay "ff our 
teachers monthly, and have paid them Ihe first month. Our treasury is 
now exhausted and will likely remain empty for awhile, as the tax-collec- 
tor has been dalaycil in making his collections by Injunction. The In- 
junction has nqw been removed. "We need financial help now more than 
we shall need it any future lime. 

We wish fo ran be tills school a model school, bolh tor the good results 
which may follow litre, and for thu influence it may have on the general 
cause of education throughout the State. Heretofore the cleverest of our 
citizens have paid their tuxes grudgingly to the school fund, supposing 
they were only throwing uway their money. 

TheoLber school, Sluunlou luslit tire, is'u gain in successful operation, 
having seven teachers and nearly four hundred pupils; at present rate of 
increase will have 430 or 500 by middle of January. Some of our citizens 
are encouraging us with the promise of liberal subscriptions to enlarge the 
grounds nnd buildings of the Duval Graded High School. 

Wishing you great success in your important work of superintending 
the cause of educatiun throughout the Slate, &c., 
I remain, yours truly, 

T. W. "MOORE, Ch. Board P. I. 



DUVAL GRADED HIGH SCHOO L— JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

Board of Public Instruction— Capt. C. B. Wilder, Mr. Samuel Spearing, 
Hon. J. S. Adama, Hon. J. M. Dank-I, Rev. T. W. Mtmrc, Chairman. 

Corps of Instructors — J. Wnfford Tucker, Principal and Professor of 
English Literature; Rev. L. Webb, Protessor of Languages and Mathe- 
matics; Miss J. A. Tredwell, Iii3tructor iu Vocal Music and English 
Branches; Miss Nellie Murdoch, Assistant iu Euglish; Mrs, Julia Lav- 
ingston, Assistant Preparatory Department. 

"The Scholastic Year em' > u-es two Sessions — from the first of October 
lo the first of Febrr , . ai m the first of February lo the first of June. 

No tuition fees . i. 

The order ami - itk.i f the School are as perfect ns practicable, 

and I lie work i)i i <tsf carefully and accurately done. 

It fs the design . - furnish to the youth of this county the 

most favorable i >| i,. . , .-qui re either a liberal English education, 

or lo fit tliemseh'e.- tot .ige. 

counte of study m ditval men school. 
Fint Tear.— 1st Session— Wrillen Arithmetic, Pliysiolo-ry, Latin Gram- 
mer, English Grammar, English Com position, History of United Stales. 
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3H Session — Algcbrn, Chemistry, Latin Reader, English Grammar, Gold- 
smith and Composition, History of United States. 

Hscond Ymr, — 1st Session — Algebra, Chemistry, Ctesar, Sketch Book, 
Irving, Composition, History- of England. 2d Session— Geometry, Book- 
keeping, Cswar, Latin Compost lion, Milton and Composition, Ancient His- 
tory ,>fcffCi£nt Geography. 

TAird Year.-^lsl Session — Trigonometry. Geology, Ovid, Latin Com- 
position,- Shakespeare ami Composition, Ancient Riatorv, Ancient Geo- 
graphy.' 3d Session— N&vtgnl ion, Surveying, Zoology, Virgil, Greek or 
French, Rhetoric, Men till Philosophy, 

Fourth. Year. — ^sl Session — Analytical Geometry, Botany, Cicero, Anab- 
asis oxJTrencJi, L".^ic. Moral Philosophy. 31 Session — Philosophy and 
Mechanics, AMrnsumy, Horace, Herodotus or French, Political Economy, 
Const ilut tonal Law. , 

Music to be (aught throughout the course, 

ESCAMBIA. COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A. J, Piekard, Pensacola. Schools 16 ; 
gain 10 ; pupils 563 ; grain 339. Receipts from the State 
and count v, not reported ; private contributions $540. — 
Totfil expenditure for schools $1,111.58, 

FEANKJJN COUNTY. 

Superintendent, F. B. Wakefield, Apalachicola. No re- 
port lias been received. Number of schools the previous 
year 2 j pupils 200. 

, • GADSDEN COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Samuel Galloway D. D., Quincy. Schools 
30; gain 24; pupils 1,116; gain 891. Received from State 
$46L2-t, from county $2,752,30. From private contribu- 
tion, board of teachers, $2,330. Total expendidure for 
schools $6,083.93. 

HAMILTON COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Samuel Mclunis, White Springs. — 
Schools 2i; gain 19; pupils 679; gain 579. Received 
from State $5y6.41, from county $1,192.81. Under date 
of October 7, 1872 the Superintendent writes "several 
new and comfortable school houses are being built in the 
county, entirely at tin: expense of tbe citizens. At some of 
these localities the peojjle, I think, contemplate giving 
the houses to the Board. We have no fluids, nor have 
we had, except the small sum raised by taxation in the 
county. The assistance rendered by the State lias done us 
no good. No one will receive the warrants or bonds in 
payment of claims against the Board. Their orders, bow- 
■ever, have never failed to bring 100 cents on the dollar." 



22 

Rev, Cha8. Beecher : 

Dear Bra— Iu behalf of Die Board of Education of the county of Du- 
val, I have the honor ami pleasure lo report twenty-/! ve Public Schools iu 
the county in successful operation. Iu these are employed thirty-five 
teachers. 

But, it is to call your attention especially to the Duval Graded High 
School, that I now write. This school is organized with a fu!' corps of 
competent teachers. The President, Him. J. W. Tucker, baa had long 
experience in teaching and has been most successful in the present or- 
ganization. Wo have now In litis school one hundred and e ; ghly pupils, 
and if thev continue to come iu as they are now daily doing, by the first 
week in January nest, we shall have over 200 or 235 pupils. In order to 
remove the prejudices existing iu the community ngainst public schools, 
we have made special effort to get a school of liigh grade. It is rapidly 
winning the confidence of our best citizens, and many of them are sending 
their children, and are highly pleased with their progress. The expenses 
of this school are now $400 per mouth. We would be glad to pay off our 
teachers monthly, and have paid theni the first month. Our treasury is 
now exhausted aud will likely remain empty for awhile, as the tax-collec- 
tor has been delayed in making his collections by Injunction. The In- 
junction has now been removed. We need financial help now more than 
we shall need it any future time. 

Wo wish lo fUiike this school a model school, both for the good results 
whicli may follow here, and tor the influence it may have on the general 
cause of eilucaiion throughout the State. Heretofore the cleverest of our 
citizens have paid their tuxes grudgingly to the school fund, supposing 
they were only throwing away their money. 

The other school, Staunton Institute, is 'again in successful operation, 
having seven teachers and nearly four hundred pupils; ut present rate of 
increase will have 450 or 500 by middle of January. Some of our citizens 
are encouraging us with the promise of liberal subscriptions to enlarge the 
grounds ana buildings of the Duval Graded High School. 

Wishing you great success in your important work of superintending 
the cause of education throughout the Stale, &c, 
I remain, yours truly, 

T. W. .MOORE, Ch. Board P. I. 



DUVAL GRADED HIGH SCHOOL— JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

Board of Public Instruction— Cap!. C. B. Wilder. Mr. Samuel Spearing, 
Hon. J. 8. Adams, Hon. J. M. Daniel, Rev. T, W. Moore, Chairman. 

Corps of Instructors— J. Wofford Tucker, Principal and Professor of 
English Literal ore; Rev. L. Webb, Professor of Languages and Mathe- 
matics; Miss J. A. TreiUvell, Instructor in Vocal Music and English 
Branches; Miss Nellie Murdoch, Assistant in English; Mrs. Julia Liv- 
ingston, Assistant Preparatory Depart men t. 

The Scholastic Tear em'»r lees two Sessions — from the first of October 
lo the first ofFebni tu the first of February to the first of June. 

No tuition fee* 

The order ami .-ifli-a f the School are as perfect as practicable, 

and the work ol i '«t carefully and accurately done. 

It is thedesigi ie I! ■ furnish lo the youth of this counly the 

most favorable <>lv ..quire either a liberal English education, 

or lo fi 1 1 hemsel Ve:. in i sir Lege 

COURSE OF ST DDT IN DUVAL HIGH SCHOOL. 
First Tear.— 1st Session— Writ len Arilhnieiie, Physiology, Latin Gram- 
mer, English Grammar, English Composition, History of United Stales. 
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2d Session — Algebra, Chetnislry, Latin Reader, English Grammar, Gold- 
smith and Composition, History nl' United States. 

Second Tear. — 1st Session — Alirehm, Chemistry, Caesar, Sketch Book, 
Irving, Composition, History of England. 3d Session— Geome try, Book- 
keeping, Clean r, Litin Composition, Milton and Composition, Ancient His- 
tory, Ancient Geography. 

Third Year.— Hi Session— Trigonometry, Geology, Ovul, Latin Com- 
position, Shakespeare nnd Composition, Ancient History, Ancient Geo- 
graphy. 3d Session — Navigation, Surveying, Zoology, Virgil, Greek or 
French, Rhetoric, Mental Philosophy. 

Fourth Year.— 1st Session— Ann lytical Geometry, Botany, Cicero, Anab- 
asis or French, Laffte, Monti Philosophy. 21 Session— Philosophy and 
Mechnnics, Astronomy, Horace, Herodotus or French, Poliiical Economy, 
Constitutional Law. . 

Music to be taught throughout the course. 

ESCAMBIA COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A. J. Piekard, Peusaeola. Schools 16 ; 
gain 10 ; pupils 563 ; gain 339. Receipts from tho State 
and connty, not reported ; private contributions $540. — 
Total- expenditure for schools $4,111.58. 

Vkaxkltn county. 

Superintendent, F. B. Wakefield, Apsdacbieola. No re- 
port has been received. Number of schools the previous 
year's ; pupils 200. 

* GADSDEN COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Samuel Galloway D. D., Qnincy. Schools 
30; gain 24; pupils 1,116; gain 891. Received from State 
$461.24, from county $2,752,30. From private contribu- 
tion, board of teachers, $2,330. Total expend idure for 
schools $6,063.93. 

HAMILTON COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Samuel Mclunis, White Springs. — 
Schools 24 ; gain 19 ; pupils 679 ; gain 579. Received 
from State 1596.41, from county $1,192.81. Under date 
of October 7, 1872 the Superintendent writes "several 
new and comfortable school houses are being built in the 
county, entirely at the expense of the citizens. At some of 
these localities the peoplej I think, contemplate giving 
tho houses to the Board . We have no funds, nor have 
we had, except the small sum raised by taxation in the 
county. The assistance rendered by the State has done us 
no good. No one will receive tbe warrants or bonds in 
payment of claims against the Board. Their orders, how- 
ever, have uever failed to bring 100 cents on the dollar." 
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HERNANDO COUNTY. 

Superintendent, T. S. Coogler. Brooksville. Schools 10; 
yain 3; pupils 287; gain 43. Amount assessed for 1871 
$972.01 — this tax was paid by the Collector into the State 
Treasury and the Board of Public Instruction does not ap- 
peal* to have received it. Total expenditures for schools 
$511.12. Tuder date of April 25, 1872, Mr. Coogler 
writes : , 

The Board of this county has been very careful in opening schools and 
] i : i s ] i m i i ed III e n u m ber to tya t on ly which ou r fun ds could w arra nt. We 
have fully paid every obligation and contract with our teachers, and nil 
the debts to become due, we have the means of paying. All of our pay- 
ments Lave been, and will be made, in current funds. "We have received 
only six hundred dollars ($600.00) of the school tax of 1871— to wit— 
f^300.00 of the Stale tax and $300.00 of the county tax. There is yet a 
considerable amount due us, but owing to the. expiration of the term of 
office of our Collector it could not be collected. This evil, I hope, will 
soon be remedied, and we may get the money due lis in time to meet 
imr obligations of the coming fall. 

Wfl have progressed very harmoniously and satisfactorily during' the 
present year, and teachers, parents and pupils seem perfectly satisfied With 
our course of management. 

We have bad only four schools in operation during the past three 
months, but they have bceu well attended and ably "taught. Three of 
them have ceased, and the fourth terra i nates in a few days. Owing to the 
fact that alt oi our people are poor, and during the working, or farm sea- 
son, an; compelled to retain their children at home to aid [hem in their 
larm work, we have permitted the majority of the jtatrons of each school 
to select tlie lime, when they prefer the school to be taught. Hence six 
out of ten schools have selected the months of June, July and August, ns 
during these months, ihey can send all their children. We have but 
one school at this place (Brooksville) and it is a colored one. It is the 
largest and best attended school in the county. The second term of this 
school has just, euded, the number of scholars having been 72. And it 
baa been taught by a Southern white lady, who has discharged her duty 
laitbfull v and well. I attended the examination of the pupils on Ibe last. 
day of this term, and having attended the examination of the first term, I 
was enabled to form a just estimate of the progress made by the colored 
pupils, and I am free to admit, that my former belief (having been n slave- 
owner) of the mental incapacity of the negro, underwent a complete - 
change, and I am convinced tbatnll they need is half of an opportunity, 
;tud they will develop as much mental calibre as any other race. 

Any suggestion, recommendation or advice which you may be pleased 
to give nve, will lie gladly received and promptly acted upon. 
Very truly yours &c." 

T. 8. COOGLER, 
County Superintendent of ITernaudo count)'. 

lULLSBOBOUGH COUNTT. 

AY". T. "White, Superintendent, Tampa. Schools 14 ; gain 7. 
Pupils 43G ; gain 287. Iieceivcd from State $379.06 ; from 
county $758.12 ; from private contributions the balance not- 
paid by board. Total expenditure for schools $1,125. 
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The cause of education in this county is believed to be bi 
a prosperous condition. 

wilmes otranrr. 

W. AY". Brown, Superintendent, Uerro Gordu. No report 
from this county this year or the year previous. 

jacksox county. 

D. L. MeKinnon, Superintendent, Marianna. Schools 18 ; 
gain S. Pupils (estimated") 1,100 ; gain 200. Received from 
State §735.75 ; from county $2,136.67. Total expenditure 
for schools $2,364.50. 

The progress of the good cause of education in Jackson 
county is quite marked and is matter of rejoicing to all. Let 
all the citizens of the county take courago and redonble 
their efforts. 

JEFFEESON COUNTY. 

R. C. Loveridge, Superintendent, Monticello. Schools 
(estimated) 25 ; gain 3, Pupils about 1000 ; gain 100. 
Received from the State in Warrants $2,600 ; from county, 
about $2,750. 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

W. D. Sears, Superintendent, New Troy. No report. 

LEON COUNTY. 

Rev. Josephus Anderson, D. D., Superintendent, Talla- 
hassee. Schools 35; gain 4. Pupils 1,449; loss 40. Re- 
ceived from State $1,501.74; from county, not reported. 
Total expenditure for schools $11,767.84. 

The West Florida Seminary the past year was placed under 
charge of the County Board, as the Tallahassee High School. 
Mr. Edward Aikin was' employed as principal of the male, 
and Miss Sara Horner of the female departments, with a 
corps of able and experienced assistants. Under these aus- 
pices the school for a time flourished in a most gratifying 
manner. The closing examinations particularly in the fe- 
male department passed off agreeably, reflecting credit both 
upon the pupils and upon then: accomplished instructors. 

The cause of education in this county suffered a severe 
loss in the accidental burning of the colored school building. 
This was a substantial two-story edifice, with four large 
rooms, amply accommodating the coloxed schools of the city. 
Since that time these schools have been inconveniently kept 
in clinrches and other buildings such as could be obtained. 
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It is to be hoped that the public spirit .of the community 
will soon replace a structure bo deeply needed. 

LEVY COUNTY. 

W. A. SI lands, Superintendent, Bronson. Received from 
State $324,24; i rotn county $162. Whole amount assessed 
$1,672.20. Under date of December 16, 1872, the Superin- 
tendent writes : /- 

I mail to you to- da y, % summary, not hardly to be called an accurate 
reports For lliat would be impossible where so many negligent officers are 
concerned. 

As yon will sec in tbe report as made by tlie Assessor of Taxes, and also 
by the Treasurer, only a very small portion of the luxes assessed have 
been paid to Ike Treasurer. You ask, why? One reason is, that there 
have been three incumbents of Ibe Col lector's office. Roger resigned, 
Leavilt was appointed, tben removed, I think any way Wimberly was 
commissioned, fben be is ordered to return bis Com mission and Lcavitt 
re-appointed. Wimberly refuses l<> give up and ihey hrive left it to tbe 
courts to decide, winch is not yet derided. Also tbe Railroad lias tiled an 
injunction against tbe Collection of Taxes due for this year; therefore, the 
Board, I think, bas wisely concluded to have no schools until tbe warrants 
of 1870 are paid and tbe money is in the treasurer's hands. 

We are, and have been without schools ibis year, and will be until there 
is funds collected to i>ay teachers ; for our former superintendent reckless- 
Iv established schools and lias cot us Into this dilemma. Yours, 

"WM. A. SHANDS, Co. Sup't. Levy county. 

LIBERTY COUNTY. 

.Niel Black, Jr., Superintendent, Blue Creek. No report. 

MADISON COUNTY. 

D. Eagan, Superintendent, Madison. Schools 25 ; gain 
14. Pupils 1153 ; gain 396, Received from State $746.39 ; 
from County, $3,150. Total expenditures for schools, in- 
cluding indebtedness for 1871, $4,778. 

Under date of ^November 14, 1871, Mr. Eagan writes : 

* * * The present scholastic year opens under more fa- 
vorable auspices, and tbe friends of popular education are using every 
effort to recover lost ground, and endeavoring to get all interested in 
schools, so that onr free school system may bo considered as a permanent 
fist lire in onr Stole. 

Tbe w Idle school at this place opened on the 1st inst., in charge of Mr. 
John Brass, a teacher of great exi>erietice and fine culture. He is assisted 
by Miss Moseley, a lady of good learning, and said to have been a very 
successful teacher, Mr. Brass informs me that Ihe school is largely atten- 
ded, and the number of scholars daily increasing. It is the intention of 
tbe Board of tliia County to make ibis a first class school and bring it up 
to I bat standing, so that we may lie able to avail ourselves of the benefit 
of the Pen body fund so kindly offered by Dr. Seal's. 

The colored school here has not yet opened but will on the first Monday 
in December. Two Northern lady teachers have been engaged for ibis 
school.. They come highly recommended from New York. This school 
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has made great and wonderful progress, the children manifesting great 
eagerness to learn. I doubt if there is a belter school in the State, Prob- 
ably the rapid procress made by the scholars of this school is owing to the 
tact that Ihey have been favored with the best ot teachers. Ihmve'ako 
engaged another Northern lady teacher for Hie schwl at Ellnvilic, wlw 
will be here in a few days. I find the men who persistently opposed the 
introduction office schools al first, begin to reflect and now manifest great 
Interest in the schools, and llwy cheerfully cooperate and render me all 
assistance possible. Patrons cheerfully furnish school houses nnd comply 
with all the conditions exacted of them by the Boitid of Pulilic Inirucliou 
of this con uty. But the bouses furnished arc anything but comfortable, 
many of them having no desks or even comfortable seals for the children. 
I would suggest that a plain, simple, and comprehensive inn huh I on school 
houses he prepared n nil distributed among the people of this State, 

The Board have taken the necessary steps to locate twenty schools 
throughout the county tor the present year. This will place schobls with- 
in the reach of all, excepting a lew who live in the remote and sparsely 
settled portion of our county. Dr. Sears has donated 1000 primary school 
books to this contily, which will be distributed gratuitously aiming the 
poor and indigent pupils of the county. Thus you see there will be no 
excuse for parents, ic, to have their children grow up in ignorance and 
poverty. Although a great deal has been dime by the friends of the cause 
for the benefit of Both classes, yet much remains to be done, and it be- 
comes us who have seen and realized the benefits of free schools to use. 
our most earnest efforts to make the- system effectual in the State. Until 
this is done, our Htalc will not be what nature intended it should be. 
I am, sir, very resp'y, vour obd't sorv't, 

D. EAGAN, Co. Sup'L 

MANATEE COUNTY. 

John F. Bartholf, Superintendent, Manatee. Schools 4 j 
gain I ; pupils 119 ; gain 59. Received from State (war- 
ranto) $153.74, from county $78S.71. Private contribution 
(board &e.) $180. Under date of September 30, Mr. Bar- 
tholf writes ; 

Accompanying find report of school operations in this county during 
the past scholastic year. I regret very much that it does not present a 
more encouraging state of affairs, so tar as Ihc establishment of schools is 
concerned. Financially, matters are much improved, as unlike most of the 
counties to the State, we did not sacrifice the warrants we received in set- 
tlement of our apportionment ol the Scliou] Fund, but held on to them, 
and now are benefitted by them as lax-paying scrip. This will help us out 
very much the coming year, as the accumulation of the fund amounts to 
about one thousand dollars, worth, I presume, about seven hundred in 
cash, and in addition, we have Lbe taxes of this year, a balance from last, 
on hand, and are clear of debt, so Ihat you perceive, financially, our prosv, 
peels, our condition is good, yet Still we labor under many obstacles, and 
chief among these is the scarcity ofcompctent teachers and unfortunately, 
we cannot offer inducement sufficient to cause competent persons to come 
here and take- charge of schools. The people are so widely scattered, and 
there arc so many children, that tvc are unable to establish sehoote for a 
sufficient length of time to justify persons to incur I lie expense and incon- 
venience of travel from a distance to come and conduct them. From a 
careful survey thai I have made, I find that twenty schools can be estab- 
lished in this county this winter, with an average attendance of fifteen 
pupils, making a total of three hundred that will be benefited ; but thai is 
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only half tlie children of school age in the comity. The remainder are Br- 
ing so remotely and in out-of-the-way places, that they cannot receive any 
benefit from the schools. 

I am making every possible effort to put tlie number of schools desig- 
nated in operation, but fear very much I shall not be able to obtain teach- 
ers, What we are to do, I do not know. The utmost amount of funds 
that we can realize will scarcely enable us to establish even three mouths' 
schools; (so many are needed) and even if we bad the means, I doubt very 
much if the attendance would be sufficient to justify tlie expense, as peo- 
ple here will not scud their children to school during the cropping or cow - 
pen season, nnd owing to the country being flooded with water" from 
aboal the first of June anti! Utc first of October, it is extremely inconve- 
nient for them lo send during that time. In some neighborhoods, I am 
happy to sny this is not the case, and the people show" a disposition to 
make anv sacrifice, submit to any inconvenience, in order to send their 
children regularly to school. 

MARION COUNTY. 

II. W. Lanfj, Superintendent, Ocala. Schools 30; loss 4; 
papils 1,277 ; loss 223. Received from State $478. S 7, from 
county $6,700. Total expenditures for schools $7,947.65. 

This is one of the best connties in the State for its schools, 
and although the number this year is somewhat less than 
that last, owing to some unexplained causes, there is no 
diminution of zeal on the part of officers or of interest ■ 
among the citizens. 

monhoe county, 

tH W. Locke, Superintendent, Key West. Schools 11, 
considered in report as 2, but equivalent to what in ordinary 
eases would be 11 schools ; pupils 448. Received from State, 
bonds, $1,799, scrip $57S, from county $5,145. Total ex- 
penditure for schools $5,677.27. 

The only schools in* the county are located at Key West, 
They are well graded, ably conducted, and successful, 

NASSAU COUNTY. 

J. C. Emerson, Super iutendent, Fernandina. No report. 

ORANGE COUNTY. 

N. W. Prince, Superintendent, Orlando. No report. 

POLK COUNTY. 

W. B. Varn, Superintendent. Schools none ; loss 9 ; pu- 
pils none ; loss 252. Amount received from State, warrants, 
$604, from count}* nothing. 

PUTNAM COUNT V. 

E. Ii. Chad wick, Superintendent, Palatka. Schools 12 ; 
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;ain 4 ; pupils 332 ; gain 32. Heeei ved from Stato $462.74, 
from county $1,031.47. Total amount public moneys ex- 
pended by Board $1,325. IS. The Superintendent writes 
July 11, 1871: 

"There seems i<> be tin increasing interest in schools 'among the peoplu 
of this county, and we only lack money in enter to make free schools a 
grand BaeGMt." 

"I wish, If possible, to induce t>tir Hoard in erect in Palatka a good 
school -house, capable or accommodating 100 )>upil a. Wo have n school - 
honse for the colored children built by the U. S. Government lint none M 
nil lor while." 

SANTA liOSA COUNTY. 

J. A. Chatiin, Superintendent,. Milton. Schools S ; gain 
6; pnpils 237; gain 162. Received from State nothing, 
from comity $G0S. Expenditures for schools $600 ; amount 
paid Superintendent none; Board of Pub. Instruction none; 

expenses none. 

ST. JOHBB i i iUXTV. 

O. Brun^m|, 31. D., Superintendent, St. Augustine.— 
Schools 9 ; gain 3 ; pupils 350 ; gain 50. Received from 
State $246.49, (warrants), from county $2,698.86. from pri- 
vate sources $1,300. 

The following letter from tho Superintendent is worthy 
t/t' general attention : 

My Deab Slit:— The schools in our city tire doing very well. Mr. 
Waterbury, Principal of the Peabody School, says his school has never 
oeeu in a better condition. His opipion is continued by the visiting com- 
mittee of the trustees of the school, who make a careful inspection of the 
school weekly. 3Ir. Watcrbnry's qualifications tire wi well kaowu 
to you that it is not necessary forme to speak of them. The principal of 
the primary department is faithful in the discharge of her duties.. The 
principals are aided by two competent female assistants. The discipline 
of the whole school will compare Savorably with the best regulated 
schools in any part of the country - 

In this connection, it may be proper to give our experience on u suhjeel 
of much importance and one which has lwen a good deal discussed in 
works which are devoted to the practical matters in education. I refer to 
the expediency of having boys and girls taught in the same room togeth- 
er. There is some diversity of opinion on this subject among teachers and 
school trustees. I believe a majority, if not a very largo number In pro- 
portion, of those who speak from actual experience would con Arm our 
opinion that there are great advantages in the plan we have adopted of 
having the two sexes in the same room. 1 speak only of schools of mod- 
erate size, where there tdwmtt more scholars of both sexes than could be 
accommodated in one room. The bringing the sexes together in the 
school room transfers to it some of the benefits enjoyed in the family cir- 
cle, where brothers and sisters exert so happy an influence on each other's 
character. Our children are to live together In society as men and women, 
and they cannot be too early traiueU in the exercise of that mutual def- 
erence and respect on which all higher civilization is founded. 1 am not 
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aware that anything lins occurred to cause us to regret that we bare 
brought our bays and girls together in the same room. The happy in- 
fluence of our practice is very manifest. 

In large towns or cities, in schools of the higher branches of education 
and in colleges, the question assumes another aspect. Confining our re- 
marks to such school* »s we have in this Stale and such as we are likely 
to have for some lime lo come, I have no dentin that the same system 
which so largely prevailed in New England is the best for us to adopt. 

I might add thai our school house aud grounds are so arranged that the 
boys and girls have separate entrances anil separate play grounds. 

There have been objections made to placing hoys and girls in the same 
room, but all that I have heard have proceeded from pcrsoo3 whose views 
On free public schools are entirely at variance with those entertained by 
the Board of Public Instruction. 

School instruction in our county, outside of the city of St. Augustine, 
has many difficulties to contend against, chiefly derived from the sparse- 
ness of the population and the poverty of the p'eople. Reasonable efforts 
are made by the inhabitants of ihc rural districts to enjoy the benefits of 
education. Where schools have been established, the attendance of the 
pupils lias been as good as could be expected, 

. There is no building in the county outside of St. Augustine at all 
adaptel lo the purposes of ;t school house. I do not know of one pro- 
vided will) desks and seats. Until there is an increase of population, there 
will cot piobablv be any substantial improvement. Another difficulty is 
the want of uniform books, and in some cases of a sufficient supply of 
books of any kind. Until the school fund is much larger than it is at 
present, it will be impossible to render the inhabitants of the school pre- 
cincts sufficient aid to enable them to supply the deficiencies referred to. 
However, there appears to he n commendable desire among the people 
th;ii their children should receive the benefits of an education, and where 
Hi ere is a will a way of some sort or other is generally found. 

Tours respect fully a"ud sincerely, 

O. BRONKON. 

SUMTER COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A. P. Roberts, Leesburg. Schools 7 ; 
loss 1 ; pupils 215 ; gain 98. Received from State in war- 
rants, $247.24, from county §543.53. Total expenditure 
for schools $676.75. 

SUWANNEE COUNTY. 

Superintendent, M. M. Blackburn, Live Oak Schools 
9 ; gain 7 ; pupils 3Q2 ; gain 211, Received from State in 
warrants $300, from county $1,568.29. Total expenditure 
for schools $1,756.72. 

Extract from letter of Superintendent Blackburn. 

"About 33 per cent, of the school funds expended was used to pay the 
old Board for services before the present Board came into office. "This 
expense will not occur again, as the new Board will draw their pay from 
the county funds as other county expenses are provided for. We may be 
mistaken, but we are confident in our own estimation that we will be able 
to present you with a more favorable report from this county at the cud 
of the present year." 
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'AYLOB COUNTY. 

Superintendent, James II. Wentworth, Shady Grove. — 
Schools 7; loss 3; pupils 193 ; loss 131. Received from 
State (warrants) $130.49, Bold for $75, from county $313.75; 
from private sources $195. Total expenditure for schools 
$555.40. 

VOLE SI A COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Champ H. Spencer, Port Orange. — 
Schools 10 ; gain 7 ; pupils 193 ; gain 114. Received from. 
State nothing, from county nothing; from private sourees 
$62.50, Expenditure $46*7.50. 

Extract from letter of Superintendent. 

The Board of County Commissioners complain that they cim never get 
sheriff, collector and assessor of the county to a settlement. I have inser- 
ted in the report what. I believe the Cuuiiiy School Board will apportioo 
to the various schools. Due thing yon will be able to gather from the 
number at schools in a county so scarcely populated. A healthy public 
opinion will soon manliest itself in looking alter the school fund where 
cilizenstmd ail parts of t lie country become interested in schools. The 
school Board and Superintendent serve gratuitously. It is almost impos- 
sible to get anybody to pay atti nlion to attending school board meetings 
and if Thayer persists in declining as school Treasurer, I know not 
wiiere to look for another. 

WAKULLA COUNTY. 

John S. Mori ng, Superintendent, Crawford vi lie. Schools 
Q ; loss 1 ; pupils 150 ; loss 102. Tiecei ved front State, (war- 
rants) $721.69, from county £424. S4. Total expenditure 
$1,770. 

The Board have wisely determined to establish no more 
schools than they have funds to sustain — hence, for a time, 
a diminution in number of schools. It is hoped soon to 
bring matters upon a cash basis. 

WALTON COUNTY. 

Duncan (r. McLeod, Superintendent, Eucueeana. No 

report. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Thomas Hannah, Superintendent, Vernon. Schools 7; 
pupils 195, same as previous year. Received from State in 
warrants $249.24, from the county $362.79, contributions by 
citizens $433,20, Total expenditnre for schools $593.25. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT. 



Office of Superintendent Public Instbuctiox, ( 
Tallahassee, Fla., January 0, 1S73. \ 

Jfis JZcceMency O. Jl. Jfart, Governor : 

Deae Sie : I have the honor to submit the following supple- 
mentary report : 

L Returns received since my report was given in the printers augment 
the number o! pupils in the schools of the State to nearly one in three anil 
a half. Last year it was one in live, the year before about one in six, of 
youth between four and twenty -one. 

2. The appropriation by the lust Legislature for this depart incut was, 
" for interest of School and Seminary Fund, $20,000." This the law requires 
to be apportioned among the counties, and divided between East and West 
Florida seminaries. Nothing was appropriated for the necessary expenses 
of this office — postage, stationery, travelling expenses, blanks, school regis- 
ters, &c. 

The law requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to supply all 
needed blanks. The supply provided by Mr. Chase is nearly exhausted, 
especially school registers, w hieh are of the greatest necessity. The Comp- 
troller declined to issue his warrant for this purpose, hence the schools are 
now suffering. I have given an order to Adams, Blackmer & Lyon for 
registers and other necessary blanks, and I hey promised to supply them. 
Apparently, however, they will wait to see whether an appropriation is 
made. Yon are aware that travelling in Florida is somewhat expensive. 
An appropriation is necessary to make it possible for the Superintendent 
nf Public Instruction lo visit the several counties. The low also makes it 
his duty to establish a Historical Bureau and Cabinet Means must be 
provided to enable him to do this. I desire to call your Excellency's 
attention to these important matters, without presuming to mention the 
sum that may be necessary. The school registers, blanks, &c, however, 
will cost from f 1,500 to $5,000. 

o. The officers of the department have been general! v faithful. In one 
or two counties there has been apparent torpidity and neglect — -particu- 
larly Holmes county. I can cheertnlly recommend the continuance of 
almost all the county superintendents, and desire to mention with especial 
praise those of Alachua, Columbia, Gadsden, Hamilton, Hernando, Hills- 
borough, Jefferson, Leon, Madisou, Manatee, Marion, Putnam, and St. 
Johns. As a large part of the white population are Conservative, and a? 
it is important lo secure their co-operation in educational movements, the 
principle has been, since this department was first organized by Mr. Chase, 
to place some Conservatives on every board, and ia counties where no 
competent Republican could be found, to employ Conservatives, if qualified, 
as Con n ly Superi n ten den t. T his princi ole, t he In n d amen tat o ne o f civil ser- 
vice reform, it is hoped, will be continued, so that this department may, as 
far as possible, be separate from party politics and the liabilities and muta- 
tions of party strife. In educational matters the experience of years goes 
to establish the importance of stability, and the harmfulness of constant 
.official change. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES BEECBER, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 



